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Subject: Present Status on thrust Areas for Minisiries/Departments.

Thrust area No.l.1 (Revamping agriculture research, agriculture extension and
agriculture education)

Point Number 7 : *Agricultural Research — revamping, strategic funds™

“Reports of Swaminathan Committee and Mashelkar Committee have
been discussed in Governing Body (GB) of ICAR Chaired by Hon’ble
Minister of Agriculture. In the light of views expressed in GB. the
recommendations are being examined and processed for further
necessary action. The recommendation of Johl Commitiee were
received in DARE/ICAR on 14.9.2005.

For national Fund for Strategic Research in Agriculture, the modalities
are being examined to operationalize the fund and implement the
project”.

Thrust Area No.1.8

“Catalyse new initiatives with a focus on crop yields within the next six months.”
SALIENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Enhancing crop yields through crop improvement.

e To suit various agro-climatic conditions of the Country 7 new varieties of wheat
and 1 variety of barley having disease resistance and other quality traits have been
identified for release. Wheat varicties includes HI-1531, DBW-16, HD-2888,
NIAW-917, AKDW-2997-16, DDK-1025 and PBW-533. In barley RD-2660 has
been recommended for North Western Plain Zone.

e For enhancing yield in rice four varieties of rice having superiority over the
existing one namely Richa, Pusa Sugandh-5, Suruchi-5401. Sugandhamati were
released.

e Through All India Coordinated Research Programme 14 new varieties including
5 in rice, 6 in maize, 3 in cotton, 3 in sesame. 1 moongbean have been identified
for pre-release multiplication.

e To give a boost to pulses production 6 new varieties have been recommended for
release in various agro-climatic zones of the Country. These include 3 varieties
for chickpea (BGM-347, Phule G-9425-9, BGD-12 ‘i} IPFD 1-10 of fieldpea and
VL-Masoor-507 for lentil.

Contd......



Improved production and protection technologies.

In Pearl-millet 6 new downy mildew resistant hybrids/varietics were identified
(VIPL 17. SAGAR 205, HHB 176, HHB 162, HHB 67-1, HHB 67-2 and CZP
2K 12)

Effective Management of Root Knot Nematode was demonstrated in farmers
field rice through treatment of nursery/seed soaking with/in pesticides. Similarly,
in tomato also the same nematode was effectively managed through raising
tomato nursery in solarized beds treated with carbofuran

For achieving reduction in use of pesticides in sugarcane application of a bio-
control agent Trichoderma harzianum isolate in soil at planting and tillering
stages provided protection against infection of red rot in stalk, which is a major
disease.

Use of Selanum nigrum leaf extract as seed treatment reduced smut incidence in
sugarcane.

Quality seed production

ICAR has initiated various corrective measures to enhance breeder seed
production programme in general and in pulses in particular by asking all States
to indent for new varieties (less than five years) only. :
Micro-propagation of newly evolved early maturing varieties of sugarcane has
been taken up.

2.2 lakh post-larvae of giant freshwater prawn Macrobrachium rosenbergii were
produced. :

23,000 seeds of ornamental fish of koi carps, live bearers and rosy barb were
produced.

10 lakh post-larvae of Penaeus seisulcatus were produced and sea ranched.

Resource conservation

1.3 lakh hectare of area surveyed for soil and its characterization to prepare soil
maps for different agro-climatic zones of the Country.

Two maps were developed on soil, land-use and fertility.
For encouraging balanced fertilization and sustainable use of water resources an
integrated package of nutrient management practices has been developed.
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