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Economy Bureau
Hew Delhi, Nov 21

The country’s apex agri research
body, Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (1CAR) has called for ex-
ploring the possibilites of joint ven-
tures in farm machinery by
manufacturers in the Asia-Pacific.

Inaugurating the annual meet-
ingofthetechnical committeeofthe
Asia-Pacific Centre for Agriculryral
Engineering & Machinery (AP-
CAEM) in Delhi on Monday, the
ICAR director-general, Dr Mangla
Rai said, *There is aneed to have a
long-term farm mechanisation pol-
icy raking into consideration coun-
ry'sland holding partern. Sincethe
guality of farmmachineryis critical
forthe successof farming, the possi-
bility of joint ventures between the
manufacturers of the Asia-Pacific
regionshouldbeexplored.”

AOCAEMisaninter-countrypro-
gramme of the UN Economic & So-
rial Commission for Asiaand Pacific
(UNESCAP) supported by 13 coun-
tries of the region. Dr Raireferred to
Rice-Wheat Consortium for Indo-
Gang&ﬂc Plains under CGIAR um-

brella

which has nization
resulted in pack-
develop- ages.
ment of a | The
zero-till farms in
drill, raised this re-
bed gion are
planter, getting
straw com- frag-
bineandin- mented
formed with de-
that in In- clining
dia about 2 average

million hectares have been purt un-
derzero-tillage resulting in net sav-
ingof$65perhectare,

“In fact, we envisage incorpora-
tion of precision engineering tech-
nologies to match the existing
demandsofinput, with appropriate
supply systems to maximize the re-
turns”, hesaid.

The mechanisation must suit-
ablyaddresstheissuesof gendereg-
uity, employment, * safery and,
therefore, long term sustainability
and it need to be region, crop and
stakeholder specific. He asked engi-
neers to work with agricultural sci-
entists to develop such specific

farm size and there is a need to de-
velop equipment particularly for
small and medium farms, he said
and added that this would call for
precision farming,

Farm power availabilityneedsto
be increased from the present level
of 1KEW/hato2 KW/ haintheregion.
In this regard, Dr Rai requested AP-
CAEM to take initiative in improv-
ing quality of. machines by
formulating standards.

APCAEM should also serve as a
platform to facilitate the member
countries to exchange information
forreducmgpust-hmestlnsses he
said.

About 30 delegates from mem-
ber countries like China, Korea, In- |
donesia, Fiji, Iran, Mongolia,
Philippines, Thajland, Sri Lanka, |
Viemam,  Pakistan,  Nepal, |
Bangladesh and India are taking
partinthismeeting. .

During the last 10 years about |
229,000 tractorsand 150,000 pow- ;
ertillers were sold inthe country. At |
presentthfesumatedpupulaunnuf -
tractors and power tillers in the
country is about 300,000 and
200,000 respectively.

The adoption of agricultural ma-
chinery, particularly tractors and
other power driven equipment is |
more common in northern states |
like Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan |
and UttarPradesh. |

Theuseoftractorsispickingupin |
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Maharash- |
tra, Kamataka and Andhra
Pradesh. The demand for power
tillers is picking up in West Bengal,
Assam and other northeastern
states, Tamil MNadu, Kamataka,
AndhraPradesh, Keralaand Orissa.
The use of drought animal powerin
agriculture has fallen to 9.5% from

45.3%in1971-72. Z;




