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' Country poised
for bumper
wheat production

P : b o S
Statesman News Service a4 ﬂ%ﬁ

NEW DELHI, Sept. 29. — The country is poised for a
bumper wheat harvest following the bounty late kharif
rains this month, according to Mr 8 Nagarajan, director
of the Indian Institute icultural Ke E

T a chat with reporters on the sidelines of an institute
award ceremony in the capital today, Mr Nagarajan, how-
ever, said that it was for the states to take advantage of
the phenomenon.

“Srates such as UP, MP, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and
Assam are advised to sow wheat before 25 November to
avoid the impact of heat wave in the middle of the year”,
he said. The country could save crores of rupees if states
such as Assam can take to wheat cultivation in a big way,
he said. After its rice harvest in the coming weeks, Assam
should immediately undertake wheat sowing, he advised.
He said wheat sowing would start from 15 October.

If the north-eastern state successfully took up wheat
cultivation, it could supply the grain to the nearby states,
obviating the need for bringing them from far away states
such as as Punjab and Haryana.

The institute conferred the Rao Bahadur B Viswanath
Award (the first director of the institute) on senior agri-
cultural scientist Mr CD Mayee, for his work in the area

of groundnut and sunflower seeds. The award presented,
ICAR director-peneral Mr Mangala Rai, contains
~ a cash prize ol Rs | lakh, a gold medal and citation,
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" Scientists pin

hopes on wild
wheat gene

_EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEFTEMBER 29

VEN though seven ne
VAT
gleased by the Indian Coun-
il of Agrieultural Research
1 recently, there 1ssen-
Ous reason to get worried
on that staple front. The re-
search community, having hit
aproduction ceiling five years
ago, i1s now considering
using genes from wild vari-
eties of wheat,

In 2000, production
peaked to 76 million tonnes,
It has now flatlined at 70 mil-
lion tonnes. Productivity has
stagnated at 2.7 tonnes per
hectare, while China's stands
at 3.7 tonnes/hectare. With
2020 demand projected at
109 million tonnes (for 1.3
billion peaple), scientists face
a formidable challenge.

According to B Mishra, dj-
I Il
anulutiun'pmicct at the Di-

torate of Wheat Research,
Earnal the Toss of micro-nu-
trients in the soil is the main
reason for the fall in produc-
tion. “Even fertilisers aren’t
helping. It is time we look at
options like gene pyramid-

~, ing,"” he said,

The ICAR is already talk-

;’imﬁmtmﬁnnmcmmsﬁr
ene-relate Utions, Wit
wheat genes and markers '

identified, Mishra is hopeful
of bringing out new varieties
of wheat within the next
five vears,

Gene pyramiding is a tech-
nique by which a shelf of
genes is selected from differ-
ent varieties (mostly wilder,
distant relatives of the same
crop) and then stacked into
an existing variety into make
it stronger,

This technique has been al-
ready been evolved for rice.,
In avariety released recently,
the DBW 60, different gene
combinations were used to
provide resistance to rust and
biotic stresses,

In Australia, plenty of
work has been done on
drought and salinity resistant
genes. Scientists are hoping
they can apply the same
techniques to India,

“We are worried,” admitted
Mishra, “The government is
trying to get the cutting edge
research onwheat.”

What comes out of the
Karnal institute over the next
few years will decide the food
security of the country,
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