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New Delhi: Morth India re
mained largely dry while
other parts got some rain but
this wasn't enough to wipe
the frowns off fices in Kr-
ishi Bhawan. The unusually
long dry spell in August and
continuing high tempera-
tures are feared to have tak-
en a toll on vegetables and
could impact rice, too.

Good rain spells now
colld still save the situation.
On Tuesday, the Met office
reported that the peninsula
is the main centre of mon-
soom action, and will remain
so over the next three days.
Mot much rain is expected
aver north or west India.

Indian Council of Agricul-
uiral Hesearch chiel Man:
“gala Falsays this year's raij
“patiern has beu 50 erratic

<=‘munr1nut SErOWing areas in
Gujarat and Maharashtra
didn't get rain August-end,
the crop could be adversely
affected. In some areas of UR,
sudden and too much rain
has also harmed crops,

Jharkhand, officially in
the grip of a drought, has
been a concern throughout.
There have been some re-
ports of fields cracking up,
particularly in areas like Ra-

jasthan’s Sriganganagar. On

“Erratic rain leaves farmers frowning

Situation Can Still Be Retrieved If It Rains

The unusually long dry spell in August and cuntmulng high tampemture-s are feared
to have taken a toll on vegetables and could affect rice too.

Monday, a crop weather
watch meeting in the agri-
culture ministry noted that
in some areas, rice, oilsesds
and coarse cereals wers
showing signs of stress. If
the rain gods oblige now

with theright quantity at the

right time, the situation can

still be retrieved. Rai says
Rai_says

that owing to the ongoing

ﬁlgﬁ temperatures, secdling

mortality  rates  co

_heavy in pre-rabi vegetable

crops such as cauliflower,
tomatoes  and  eggplants.
“Everything depends on
rain, he says

The monsoon has retreat-
ed from parts of west Ra-
jasthan. But the erratic pat-
tern has Kept scientists
guessing throughout. Sow-
ing was slow initially be-
cause the rain kept away in
June,

It picked up thereafter but
some areas didn't get rain in

Anpust and towards the end
of the month, the Met office
announced there was a
‘break’ in the monsoon. In
other words, no rain in north
and central India,

West  Rajasthan got no
rain at all in the week ending
August 31. Most of north and
central India got very little
rain as that week ended with
a 51% deficiency — record-
ing 24.5 mm rain against a
u:bl.lﬂ_l -:.r_f 49.9 mm. Z’;




